
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
August 15, 2016 

On the occasion of the 55th extraordinary sessions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
(hereinafter the “Court”) from the 23rd to 26th of August, it is important to consider the Court as an 
autonomous judicial institution whose purpose is the application and interpretation of the American 
Convention on Human Rights (hereinafter the “Convention”), also known as the ‘Pact of San Jose’. 
The Convention’s aim is to promote the respect and defense of human rights; in such terms, the 
content of the Convention is considered binding for every signatory State. The organs that shall have 
competence regarding the fulfillment of the commitments established in the Convention are: (i) The 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (hereinafter the “Commission”); and (ii) the Court. 

When the Commission receives a petition or communication alleging violation of any of the rights 
protected by the Convention, it shall proceed as follows: 

1. Declare the evidence as admissible or inadmissible. If the request is admissible, it shall request 
information from the government of the State allegedly responsible for the violations.  

2. Shall carry out the necessary arrangement to obtain all the information needed for the study of the 
case, which will be available for the parties concerned with a view to reaching a friendly settlement. 

3. If a friendly settlement is not reached, the Commission shall draw up a report setting forth the 
facts and stating its conclusions. Such report shall be transmitted to the States concerned, which 
shall not be at liberty to publish it. 

4. If within a period of three months from the date of the transmittal of the report of the Commission 
to the States concerned, the matter has not either resolved by the Court, the Commission may set 
forth its opinion and conclusions concerning the question submitted for its consideration. 

In case that either the Commission or a Member State decides to submit a case to the Court’s 
jurisdiction, the corresponding procedure shall consist in the following: 

1. The parties shall be given a 2 month period in order to submit to the Court the brief containing 
their pleadings, motions and evidence. 

2. The respondent shall, in writing, estate its position and answer the brief containing pleadings, 
motions, and evidence within a term of 2 months from the receipt of such brief. 

3. The oral proceedings shall be declared open and it shall be fixed the necessary hearings. In such 
hearings, the judges may formulate any question that they deem relevant for the case. 

4. The alleged victims, the respondent State, and, if applicable, the petitioning State shall have the 
opportunity to present final written arguments. 

5. When a case is ready for judgment, the Court shall deliberate in private and approve the judgment, 
dispatching certified copies to the parties. The procedure for monitoring compliance with the 
judgments shall be carried out through the submission of reports by the condemned State. 

6. The Court’s judgments shall be definitive and cannot be appealed. Also, every signatory State is 
committed to fulfill the content of such judgments. However, there aren’t any coercive measures 
that guarantee the compliance of the signatory States in case that the Court condemns them for 
their actions. 
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