
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

NEW CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IN MEXICO 
June 24, 2016 

On June 18th 2016, it became effective in Mexico the new Criminal Justice System. The scope of 
application of the Criminal System establishes a new procedure consisting of three stages: (i) 
Investigation Stage: it comprises from the criminal complaint to the closing of the investigation; (ii) 
Intermediate: it comprises from the formulation of accusation to the opening of the Oral Trial; and 
(iii) The Oral Trial: which comprises from the opening of trial to the ruling of the Judge. 

Through the first two stages, the case will be carried out by the Control Judge, during the stage of Oral 
Trial the case will be carried out by the Indictment Court and once the Criminal Process has 
concluded, the criminal execution of that sanctions shall be carried out by the Execution Judge. 

Objective of the New Criminal System: establish the applicable rules for the investigation, the 
development of the process, and the penalizing of crimes in order to clarify the facts, protect the 
innocent, ensure that criminals do not go unpunished and ensure the repairing of damages and in 
this way, contribute to secure the access to justice in an environment that respects the human rights. 

Main Features: The Criminal Process shall be accusatory and oral and has to observe at all times 
the fulfillment of the legal principles of publicity, contradiction, continuity, concentration, 
immediacy, presumption of innocence and those established in the Mexican Constitution, 
International Treaties and other laws. 

Oral Trials: The object of these oral trials shall provide the criminal procedure with more celerity 
and efficiency in delivering justice. The hearings will be held publicly and orally. The prosecution and 
the defense will debate its positions in these hearings. The controversy will be settled by an Indictment 
Court. The victim shall be entitled to be counselled by an Attorney provided by the State and may be 
part of the prosecution along with the Public Prosecutor. 

Alternative Dispute Resolutions and Summarized Process: The Criminal System allows the 
Public Prosecutor, the Defense and the Victim to recur to alternative dispute resolution mechanisms 
in order to ensure the compensation damage, preventing the conflicts to escalate to trial and making 
more efficient the Criminal System. The mechanisms of alternative dispute resolutions do not proceed 
for major offences. On the other hand, the Summarized Process, requires that the Public Prosecutor 
requests its implementation to the Control Judge. In this sense, the Public Prosecutor shall formulate 
the accusation and present the evidence that supports it; also, the suspect must first accept he is guilty 
for the crime he is being charged and expressly waive the Oral Trial. 

Presumption of Innocence: Every suspect is innocent until otherwise proven. Also, the suspect 
has the right to: (i) a technical defense provided by the State; (ii) remain silent and not be presumed 
guilty; (iii) be interviewed in presence of his Lawyer; (iv) follow the process free of imprisonment; (v) 
know the rights that the State provides him; and to (vi) refute all resolutions from the Judge and the 
actions of the Public Prosecutor who bears the burden of proof. 
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