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What is the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP)? It is the most ambitious Agreement 
at a global level that encourages innovation, productivity and competitiveness. The treaty involves 12 
countries across the Asia – Pacific region (Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, United 
States, Malaysia, Mexico, Japan, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam) and it will enhance the 
opportunities of investment, employment and economic growth toward the ultimate goal of free trade 
and regional integration across the region. 

What is the current status of the TPP? On October 5th, 2015 the conclusion of the TPP´s 
negotiations were announced and it was signed on February 4th in Auckland, New Zealand by the 
Commerce Ministers of the 12 countries previously mentioned. In the case of Mexico, on April 27, 
2016, the official documents of TPP were passed to the Chamber of Senators for its discussion and 
future approval, in accordance to the requirements of the current Law of Approval of International 
Treaties in Commercial Subjects. It is worth emphasizing that in order for the TPP to become 
effective, it is necessary that all the Parties ratify it. If after two years this ratification has not taken 
place the TPP shall become effective if at least six Parties that represent at least 85 percent of the 
TPP´s GDP growth ratify it. 

Which are the TPP´s key aspects? (i) It will improve the access to the markets, diminishing or 
eliminating trade and non-trade barriers to the commerce of goods and services; (ii) It will imply new 
commercial challenges that shall promote innovation, productivity and competitiveness; (iii) It will 
incorporate new elements that shall ensure that consolidated and developing economies (particularly 
small and medium companies) shall benefit from the commercial opportunities that the TPP will 
offer; (iv) It is intended that the TPP shall serve as a platform for regional economic integration, 
designed in order for other economies of the Asia – Pacific region to be eventually integrated. 

What kind of subjects are regulated in the TPP? The TPP comprises 30 chapters incorporating 
subjects such as: (i) access to the markets, customs and commercial facilities; (ii) rules of origin; (iii) 
investment services; (iv) regulation of activities concerning companies owned by the State; (v) 
intellectual property; (vi) telecommunications; (vii) electronic commerce; (viii) facilities to small and 
medium companies; (ix) governmental purchases; (x) environment; amongst others. 

Which will be the benefits for Mexico once the TPP becomes effective? (i) It will strengthen 
the relationship with Asia, which will play a key role in terms of production, commerce, investments 
and global finances; (ii) It will generate Economic Growth; (iii) It will generate Improvements in 
innovation, productivity and competitiveness, ameliorating life conditions and diminishing poverty 
indexes; (iv) It will attract foreign investments. 
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