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What was the purpose of the telecommunications reform? The objective of the reform consisted in promoting 

a structural change in order to increase competition of the telecommunications and broadcasting sector and the 

investment both national and foreign in these sectors. Some of its novelties were: (i) The creation of the Federal Institute 

of Telecommunications (hereinafter referred as “FIT”), in charge of the regulation, promotion and supervision of the 

radio spectrum, telecom networks and the rendering of telecommunications and radio spectrum services; (ii) Promote 

competition, allowing the entry of direct foreign investment in telecommunications and satellite 

communication; (iii)Creation of a single concession regime for rendering telecommunications and broadcasting 

services, the use of radio spectrum and the telecom networks. 

What kind of concessions are regulated in the sector? In accordance with the Federal Law of 

Telecommunications and Broadcasting (hereinafter as FLTB), we can point out the following concessions: (i) Single 

Concession, administrative act which grants the faculty of providing any type of telecommunications or broadcasting 

public services. Such concession may be granted for a period of up to thirty years; (ii) Concession of radio spectrum or 

orbital resources, administrative act which grants the faculty to use and exploit frequency bands of the radio electric 

spectrum or orbital resources. This concession shall be given for a period of up to twenty years. Likewise, the uses of 

these concessions can be: commercial use, public use, social use and/or private use. 

Which is the procedure to grant concessions in accordance with FLTB? The applicants for the concession 

must present to the FIT the documentation required in the bases. Afterwards, the authority will analyze and evaluate the 

documentation within the period of sixty calendar days and may also request additional information. Once the period 

has elapsed and the requirements have been complied, the concession shall be granted and shall be registered in the 

Public Register of Telecommunications. 

Which are the causes for the termination of the concessions? The concessions can be finished by the following 

causes: (i) Expiration of the period of the concession, except if it is extended; (ii) Resignation of the 

concessionaire; (iii)Revocation; (iv) Rescue; and (v) Dissolution or bankruptcy of the concessionaire. Once the 

concession finishes, the frequency bands or orbital resources used during the concession must be handed to the State. 

On the other hand, the concession can be extended, as long as the concessionaire requests it within the year prior to the 

beginning of the last fifth part of the duration of the concession. 
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