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Which are the customs import regimes in Mexico? There are six customs regimes that 

regulate the different types of input or output of merchandise depending of permanence or 

temporality and finality of the merchandise, and based on that information, the taxes, contributions, 

quotes and duties obligations are determined. The customs import regimes are: i) definitive 

importation; ii) temporary importation (to be returned abroad in the same state and for the 

elaboration, transformation or repair in the programs of maquila or exportation); iii) tax deposit; iv) 

transit of goods (to the national or international market); v) elaboration, transformation or repair in 

fiscalized enclosure; and vi) strategic fiscalized enclosure. 

What do I need to import to Mexico? In order to import goods into the Mexican territory it is 

necessary to have, among the most relevant aspects: i) The Inscription in the Register of Importers 

or the Inscription in the Register of Imports of Specific Sector (in case the imported goods are 

classified as especial), both registers are the responsibility of Tax Administration Service (or by its 

Spanish acronym the “SAT”); ii) The proxy which establishes as legal representatives the customs 

agents, who will be the only one who can carry out the procedures and notifications that are derived 

from the customs clearance of the goods; iii) the request, which is the electronic declaration which 

contains the information of the goods, its movement and customs regimes, the request has to be 

fulfilled with the data necessary to comply with the procedures and customs acts; and iv) the 

manifesto of value of the merchandise, which is elaborated under declaration of truth and with all the 

elements that allow to determine the customs value of the merchandise. 

Which are the most important taxes and duties that should be taken into consideration 

when importing to Mexico? The most important taxes and duties are: i) The General Import Tax, 

is an ad valorem cuota,  which can be determined by applying the percentage rate described in the 

corresponding tax fraction, that applies to the imported merchandize, in accordance to the tariff 

established in the General Import Tax Law or the Mexican Table of Taxes and Duties Reduction 

provided in any free trade agreement, applied on the customs value of the imported goods which are 

established in the articles 64 and 78 of Mexican Customs Law; ii) The Valued Added Tax (“VAT”), to 

calculate the VAT in case of imports tangible goods is necessary to consider the value used for the 

General Import Tax, adding to this last tax the other taxes and duties to be paid on occasion of the 

import, including, any compensatory quote; and Customs Processing Rights, which are caused by 
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customs operation carried out using a request or corresponding custom document under the terms of 

the Mexican Customs Laws. 

Additionally, in order to import products into national territory it’s necessary to take into 

consideration the requirements or specifications established in the Official Mexican Standards, as 

well as the permits and authorizations established according to the specialty of the goods to import. 
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