
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC USE OF CANNABIS IN MEXICO 

 

July 10th, 2017 

 

On April 28th, 2017, the Chamber of Deputies approved the use of marihuana with medicinal, therapeutic and scientific 

purposes. The voting had a result of 374 votes in favor, 7 votes against and 11 abstentions; this verdict came from an initiative 

of the Federal Executive Power.  

Subsequently, on June 20th, 2017, it was published on the Federation’s Official Diary the Decree that reforms various 

dispositions of the General Health Law (hereinafter, the “Law”) and the Federal Criminal Code (hereinafter, the “Code”). 

 

On what does these reforms consist? With the approval of the reforms and additions to the Law, the medical use of 

cannabis sativa, indica, American or marihuana will be regulated. These reforms allow the Ministry of Health to design and 

execute public policies that regulate the medical use of the pharmacological derivatives of the marihuana, amongst them the 

tetrahydrocannabinol (THC); in addition, it will allow to regulate the investigation and national production of the derivatives. 

The products that contain derivatives of cannabis with concentration of THC of 1% or less, and that are useful for industrial 

purposes, can be commercialized, exported and imported; provided that the requirement established in the regulation are 

fulfilled.  

 

On the other side, the reform to the second paragraph of article 198 from the Code, establishes that the planting, cultivation or 

harvesting of marihuana plants will not be punishable when it’s made with medical and scientific purposes, within the terms 

and conditions previously established.  

 

What diseases can be treated with cannabis? Cannabis doesn’t have healing effects, nonetheless, it is a tool with great 

use for their treatment. Some of the diseases that can be treated with cannabis are: (i) glaucoma; (ii) sclerosis; (iii) some types 

of epilepsy; (iv) migraines; (v) cancer; (vi) neurological disorders; and (vii) symptoms of chronical diseases.  

 

The legalization of the medical use of this substance means an advance in medical and therapeutic treatments and 

investigations. In California, United States, over 300 thousand cases of people treated with cannabis obtaining positive results 

have been registered.  

 

In what ways can cannabis be applied? The most common way of consuming cannabis is smoking it, nonetheless, the 

expansion of its medical use has resulted in healthier ways of consumption, through food, steamers, beverages, raw cannabis, 

oils, topics and patches.        
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