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What is extradition? It is the process through which a country makes a formal request to 
another country to deliver a fugitive or a detained person because of the crimes committed 
in the country that makes the request, with the objective of bringing him to trail in that 
country.   

How is extradition regulated in Mexico? The process of extradition in Mexico is 
regulated by different laws and international treaties, as well as in the Political Constitution 
of the Mexican United States (hereinafter, “PCMUS”). 

Article 15th of the PCMUS establishes that no person will be extradited if he or she was a 
slave in the country that makes the request; while article 199 establishes that extradition will 
be handled by the Executive Federal Power, in accordance to the PCMUS and the 
International Treaties celebrated in relation to Extradition. 

How is extradition regulated between Mexico and other countries? For 
example, Guatemala: On March 17th, 1997, the Extradition Treaty between the 
Government of the Mexican United States and the Government of the Republic of Guatemala 
was signed (hereinafter, the “Treaty”) 

The Treaty establishes on its first article that both States commit to deliver persons that are 
within their territory and have a warrant of apprehension against them, or that have been 
sentenced for a crime committed in the territory of the country making the request. The 
second article establishes that the territory of both parties is formed by every place under its 
jurisdiction. 

With base on article four, of this Treaty, the extradition will take place when it is about 
intentional or culpable crimes according to the applicable laws of the both signing States. 

The process of extradition requires: (i) a formal written request presented through 
diplomatic route, which shall indicate the crime committed, and a certificate copy of the 
apprehension warrant issued by a competent authority; (ii) in its case, a certified copy of the 
sentence; (iii) documents presented in support of the extradition request; and (iv) necessary 
evidence and documentation.   
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