
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GENERAL ASPECTOS OF THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

January 9, 2017 

The Patent Cooperation Treaty (hereinafter “PCT”), dated on January 19th, 1970, and amended for a 

last time on October 3rd, 2001, is an international treaty confirmed by 151 countries to this day, 

through which it is possible to request the protection of an invention by filing a unique patent request 

in any of the countries part of the PCT, without the need of filing a patent request country by country. 

What is a patent? It is the exclusive right that the Government grants to the individual that makes 

an invention, granting the exclusive exploitation right, meaning, the right to prevent that such 

invention is commercially used by third parties, without his authorization. It is necessary to have into 

consideration that the patents are territorial rights, this is that the patents are only valid within the 

country they were granted. 

Who use the PCT? The main corporations, investigation institutions and universities are the ones 

who recur to the PCT to request their inventions’ international protection. Also the small and medium 

businesses, as well as independent inventors. 

What are the stages of the PCT procedure? The PCT Procedure contains the following stages: 

 Filing, the individual that makes an invention, files a unique request in any of the countries 

part of the PCT’s patent offices, according to the requirements established in the PCT, in one 

language and paying a set of fees.  

 International search, the International Search Authority issues a written opinion about the 

possibility to patent such invention. 

 International publication, the content of the international request is publicly disclosed once 

the 18-month term has passed since the filing of the first request. 

 National phase, once: (i) the 30-month term has passed since the filing of the first request, 

(ii) the applicant has decided if he wishes to continue processing his international request, 

and (iii) the applicant has chosen the countries part of the PCT in which he wishes to use the 

protection for his invention; the applicant must comply with the national requirements, such 

as payment of national fees, filing of request’s translations and appointing local 

representatives.  
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