
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

TAX INCENTIVES FOR THE RETURN OF RESOURCES IN MEXICO  
January 26, 2017 

On January 17th of the current year, the Mexican president signed a decree that establishes incentives 

to attract the return of economic resources of Mexicans that where invested overseas up to January 

1st, 2017 (hereinafter, the “Decree”). The Decree is part of the measures implemented to palliate the 

effects in the economy of the recent marked increase in the gas and diesel prices. The previous 

applicable regime to the return of resources established that the beneficiary could vie for paying the 

Income Tax (hereinafter, “ISR” by its acronym in Spanish), plus the corresponding tax maintaining, 

when those beneficiary had returned their investments to Mexico. However, it was not specified that 

a reduced tax rate would apply to the tax due to pay, therefore the offered benefit was only the non-

generation of interests and no penalty application. 

Who could profit from the measures listed under the Decree to the ISR payment? 

Individuals and companies residing abroad with a permanent establishment in Mexico who have 

obtained incomes from direct or indirect investments, having held them abroad up to December 31st, 

2016 (herein, the “Beneficiary”). 

Which would be the tax rate applicable to the payment of the ISR under the Decree, and 

how should it be paid? The corresponding ISR must be calculated by applying a tax rate of 8% 

with no deductions, to the total amount of the resources returned to Mexico. The resulting amount 

must be paid within the following fifteen calendar days from the day of return of the resources. The 

resources shall be deemed to have been returned to Mexico on the date they are deposited in a bank 

or brokerage firm in the country. 

Which sort of incomes could profit from the incentives and which conditions regarding 

them should be fulfilled? Only the incomes and investments returned to Mexico during the term 

of the Decree (July 19th, 2017), invested and held invested in Mexican territory by at least 2 years from 

the date of return could profit from the Decree. 

When shall be deemed that the Beneficiary invest the resources in Mexico? It deems that 

the Beneficiary invested the resources in the country when those destined to any of the following 

objects: (i) acquisition of fixed assets susceptible of being deduct for IRS purposes, (ii) acquisition of 

land pieces or constructions located in Mexico, (iii) for the performance of Beneficiary’s own projects 

focused on development of products, materials or production processes for the investigation or 

development of technology, (iv) payment of liabilities committed before the Decree came into force 

http://www.ontier.net/
http://www.ontier.net/
http://www.ontier.net/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(January 19th, 2017) provided that the payment due shall performed through a brokerage firm or a 

bank established under Mexican law. It also be considered in this option the payment of contributions 

or exploitations and salaries derived from the performance of a service within Mexican territory, and 

(v) the performance of investments in Mexico through a brokerage firm or a bank established under 

Mexican law. 

The benefits listed under the Decree shall not be considered as cumulative income for the purpose of 

the ISR. In addition, the application of the benefits shall not give rise to any return or compensation. 

The Tax Administration Service could issue general rules needed for the proper and due 

implementation of the Decree. 
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