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How do the elections work in the United States of America (hereinafter, “US”)? The US 

citizens don’t cast their vote directly for the president, they are actually voting for a group of people 

known as Electors. The Electors are members of an entity called Electoral College (hereinafter, the 

“College”) which represents 538 votes, the ones that determine who shall be the next US president. 

The candidate that wins the elections is the one that obtains at least 270 votes from the College. 

Why 538 votes? 538 is the sum of the nation’s 435 Representatives, 100 Senators and 3 electors 

given to the District of Columbia (hereinafter, “D.C.”).  In sum, the 538 votes are not casted directly 

by the citizens, they represent in a certain way, the 50 states and D.C. 

How are the votes allocated in the College? Each state has an entitled allotment of electors that 

is equal to the number of members in its Congressional delegation; one for each member in the House 

of Representatives plus two for the number of Senators. Under the 23rd amendment of the US 

constitution, D.C. is treated like a state for purposes of the College. In all but two states, the candidate 

who wins the majority of votes in a state wins that state’s electoral votes. In Nebraska and Maine, 

electoral votes are assigned by proportional representation, meaning that the top vote-getter in those 

states wins two electoral votes (for the two Senators) while the remaining electoral votes are allocated 

congressional district by congressional district. These rules make it possible for both candidates to 

receive electoral votes from Nebraska and Maine, unlike the winner-take-all system in the other 48 

states. 

Therefore, it is possible that a candidate wins the electoral vote (the one casted by the College) and 

lost the popular vote, which means that a candidate can become president despite obtaining the 

minority of the votes casted by the US citizens. Hence, the results obtained in the election day, 

correspond to the election of the College, however, those results allow an anticipated overview of the 

presidential election which is practically unfailing. Despite the above, the last call is on the College 

members who can freely cast their vote no matter the party they belong to. In December 19th the 

College members will give the definitive result of the presidential election. 
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